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MOTIONS 

2017 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
June 5, 2017 

Draft as of May 16, 2017 

(Subject to Change) 

 
PRELIMINARY MOTION                     ORDER OF THE ARTICLES 
 

MOVED: That the Town Meeting hear the motions in the following order: (Majority)  
 
  1,15,12,14,23,24,25,11,17,16,18,13,26,20,19,21,22 

 
ARTICLE 1:                                                                                                  REPORTS 

MOVED: That Article 1 be taken from the table.  

MOVED: That Article 1 be laid on the table. (Majority) 

 
 
ARTICLE 11:                                     SALARIES OF ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MOVED: That there be paid to the elected officers of the Town as salaries for the fiscal year 

commencing July 1, 2017 the amount set forth opposite the name of each officer as listed 

below:       

Elected Officials of the Town  Salary 

 Town Moderator $450  

 Chair of the Board of Selectmen $5,000  

 Selectmen (2) $4,500  (each) 

Town Clerk $95,235      

 Town Treasurer  $101,433  

 Chair of the Board of Assessors $3,030 

 Assessors (2) $2,200  (each) 

    (Majority) 

Reporting: The Warrant Committee and the Board of Selectmen will report on this article.  

 
ARTICLE 12:                ENTERPRISE FUNDS FOR WATER AND SEWER 
                                                                      AND STORMWATER SERVICES 

MOVED: A) That $7,492,653 be appropriated from the account classified as “Water Enterprise 
Fund” pursuant to Chapter 44, Section 53F½ of the General Laws for water service; said 
sum to be expended under the direction of the Board of Selectmen and said appropriation 
to be funded by a transfer of $1,300,000 from Water Retained Earnings and $6,192,653 
from Water Revenues. (Majority) 
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MOVED: B) That $9,326,880 be appropriated from the account classified as “Sewer and 
Stormwater Enterprise Fund” pursuant to Chapter 44, Section 53F½ of the General Laws 
for sewer and stormwater services; said sum to be expended under the direction of the 
Board of Selectmen and said appropriation to be funded by a transfer of $775,000 from 
Sewer Retained Earnings and $8,551,880 from Sewer and Stormwater Revenues. 
(Majority) 

Reporting: The Board of Selectmen, Warrant Committee, and Capital Budget Committee will report 
on this article.  

 
ARTICLE 13:                    FISCAL YEAR 2018 BUDGET APPROPRIATION AND                                 

TRANSFER BALANCES TO FUND THE FY18 BUDGET  

MOVED: A) That under General Government, $4,602,723 be raised and appropriated.  

MOVED:     B) That under Employee Benefits, $7,345,623 be raised and appropriated for Retirement 
expenses.  

MOVED:     C) That under Employee Benefits, $2,994,039 be raised and appropriated for Other 
Reserves, including Health Insurance, Insurance and Salary Reserve.  

MOVED: D) That under Public Safety $14,321,520 be raised and appropriated.  

MOVED: E) That under Belmont Public Schools $52,969,485 be raised and appropriated.  

MOVED:   F) That under Minuteman Regional School $910,185 be raised and appropriated.  

MOVED: G) That under Public Services $13,416,759 be raised and appropriated.  

MOVED: H) That under Human Services, $3,217,001 be raised and appropriated.  

MOVED: I) That under Debt and Interest on Debt $4,514,763 be raised and appropriated.  

(Majority) 

Reporting: The Board of Selectmen, Warrant Committee, and Capital Budget Committee will report 
on this article. 

 
ARTICLE 13:                                             AUTHORIZATION TO TRANSFER BALANCES 

MOVED: That $3,822,471 be transferred from the following available funds to meet a portion of the 
FY2018 operating budget expenses in such sums as listed below: 

a)   $235,000  from fund balance in Abatement and Exemption Surplus Account  

b)   $650,000  from Belmont Municipal Light Department to offset the tax rate 

c)   $2,322,850 from Unreserved Fund Balance (Free Cash)  

d)   $90,000  from Parking Meters Receipts  

e)   $170,150  from Water Revenue for indirect costs  

f)    $136,325  from Sewer Revenue for indirect costs 

g)   $125,000 from Capital Endowment Fund for various capital expenditures 

h)   $74,322  from Capital Projects Fund for various capital expenditures 

i)    $18,824  from Bond Premium Amortization 

(Majority ) 

MOVED: That the entire revenue derived from the sale of electricity to private customers, municipal 
departments, including the cost of street lighting and from jobbing during the twelve 
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months beginning January 1, 2017, be allocated and appropriated for the operating 
expenses of the Municipal Light Department including out-of-state travel, all said 
appropriations and payments to be expended under the direction of the Municipal Light 
Board and that the Town Accountant is hereby authorized to make such transfers on the 
books of the Town. (Majority) 

Reporting: The Board of Selectmen, Warrant Committee, and Capital Budget Committee will report 
on this article. 

 
ARTICLE 14:                                                   AUTHORIZATION FOR UP-FRONT FUNDS FOR  
                                                                            CHAPTER 90 HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS 
 
MOVED: That the Town be authorized to construct, reconstruct, resurface or repair all or portions of 

various Town Ways and to authorize the expenditure of $535,089 as may be received 
from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts through the Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2017 and expended under the 
provisions of Chapter 90 of the Massachusetts General Laws. (Majority) 

Reporting: The Board of Selectmen, Warrant Committee, and Capital Budget Committee will report 
on this article. 

 
ARTICLE 15:                                                          APPROPRIATION OF CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

MOVED: A) That $1,366,600 be raised and appropriated for the purchase of Public Safety 
Equipment, Site Improvements, Public Works Equipment, Equipment for Town Facilities, 
and consulting services in connection therewith, to construct public ways, and for Building 
and Facility and Public Works Construction; and for Major Maintenance and Alterations 
(including design work) as follows, said sum to be expended under the direction of the 
Board of Selectmen.  (Majority) 

 
MOVED: B) That $1,852,000 be appropriated for road paving projects, said sum to be raised and 

expended under the direction of the Board of Selectmen.  (Majority) 

Reporting: The Board of Selectmen, Warrant Committee, and Capital Budget Committee will report 
on this article. 

 
ARTICLE 16:                       OTHER POST EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS (OPEB) STABILIZATION FUND 

MOVED:  That the Town appropriate and transfer $354,314 from the General Fund (Free Cash), 
and  to appropriate and transfer a total of $30,392 from the Water Enterprise Fund, the 
Sewer Enterprise Fund and the Light Enterprise Fund to the Other Post Employee 
Benefits (“OPEB”) Stabilization Fund for the purpose of funding Other Post Employment 
Benefits, as follows:  

 
Free Cash    92.1%     $354,314  
Light Enterprise Account   4.2%     $  16,158  
Sewer Enterprise Account             1.7%    $    6,540 
Water Enterprise Account              2.0%    $    7,694 
Total                                           100%      $384,706 

 (Two-Thirds) 

Reporting: The Board of Selectmen, Warrant Committee, and Capital Budget Committee will report 
on this article. 

 



2017 Annual Town Meeting Motions – Segment B       

                                                                         Page 4 of 6 

 

 

 
ARTICLE 17:                                     AUTHORIZATION FOR REVOLVING FUNDS 

MOVED:  That the Town authorize or reauthorize revolving accounts for Fiscal Year 2018 
pursuant to Chapter 44, Section 53E½ of the General Laws as printed in Article 17 
of the Warrant for this Annual Town Meeting. (Majority) 

 

[Table from Warrant reprinted below – not part of the motion to be read] 

 

Revolving 
Account 

Spending 
Authority 

Revenue 
Source 

Allowed 
Expenses 

Expenditure 
Limits 

Teen/Youth 
Events 

Recreation 
Commission 

Event fees Teen/youth center events $    5,000 

Senior 
Programs 

Council on 
Aging 

Course/Program 
fees 

Program costs, trip 
expenses 

  
$ 150,000 

Art Gallery 
Belmont 
Cultural 
Council 

Percentage of art 
sales 

Gallery exhibit and event 
expenses 

$  15,000 

Restoration 
Maintenance of 
Rock Meadow 

Conservation 
Commission 

Rental fees: garden 
plots 

Restoration, maintenance 
of conservation area 

$  11,000 

Copying/ 
Lost Books 

Board of 
Library 
Trustees 

Lost book fees; 
Printing/ copying 
fees 

Replacement of lost 
books; copier, printer, 
supplies & maintenance 

$  15,000 

Stormwater 
Consulting 

Community 
Development 

Consultant fees 
collected from permit 
applicants 

Consultant fees $  50,000 

Stormwater 
Improvements 

Community 
Development 

Consultant Fees and 
contributions 
collected from permit 
applicants 

Consulting, design, 
construction, and 
maintenance of public or 
shared stormwater 
facilities 

$100,000 

Martin Luther 
King Day 
Breakfast 

Human Rights 
Commission 

Ticket Sales Event expenses $   5,000 

 

Reporting: The Board of Selectmen, Warrant Committee, and Capital Budget Committee will report 
on this article. 
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ARTICLE 18:                        AUTHORIZATION TO ESTABLISH A SPECIAL 

EDUCATION RESERVE FUND 

MOVED:  That the Town will vote, pursuant to G.L. c. 40, § 13E, to establish a reserve fund 
to be utilized in the upcoming fiscal years, to pay, without further appropriation, for 
unanticipated or unbudgeted costs of special education, out-of-district tuition or 
transportation. (Majority) 

  

Reporting: The Board of Selectmen, Warrant Committee, School Committee, and Capital Budget 
Committee will report on this article. 

 
ARTICLE 19:                        AUTHORIZATION TO INCREASE RETIREMENT BOARD 

STIPEND 

MOVED:  That the Town vote to accept the provisions of Section 20(6) of Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 32, as amended by Section 34 of Chapter 176 of the Acts 
of 2011, so as to provide an increase to the stipend available to members of the 
Belmont Retirement Board to not more than $4,500 per year.  (Majority) 

  

Reporting: The Board of Selectmen and Warrant Committee will report on this article. 

 
ARTICLE 20:                        AUTHORIZATION TO INCREASE COLA BASE BY 

RETIREMENT BOARD 

MOVED:  That the Town vote to approve the decision of the Belmont Contributory Retirement Board 
pursuant to MGL Chapter 32 section 103(j) to increase the maximum COLA base to 
$14,000. (Majority) 

  

Reporting: The Board of Selectmen and Warrant Committee will report on this article. 

 
ARTICLE 21:                        AUTHORIZATION TO INCREASE MINIMUM 

ALLOWANCE PAYABLE TO SURVIVORS OF MEMBERS 

OF THE BELMONT RETIREMENT SYSTEM 

MOVED:  That the Town vote to accept the provisions of Section 12(2)(d) of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 32, as amended by Sections 29 and 30 of Chapter 176 of the Acts of 2011, 
An Act Providing for Pension Reform and Benefit Modernization, so as to provide an 
increase to the monthly minimum allowance payable to survivors of members of the 
Belmont Retirement System who die while actively employed, from $250 to $500.  
(Majority) 

 

Reporting: The Board of Selectmen and Warrant Committee will report on this article. 

 
ARTICLE 22:                        AUTHORIZATION TO ADJUST SPOUSAL BENEFITS 

FOR SURVIVING SPOUSES OF RETIREES 

MOVED:  That the Town vote to accept the provisions of MGL Chapter 32, section 101, third 
paragraph so as to provide an increase in the annual allowance payable to certain 
surviving spouses of accidental and ordinary disability retirees from $6,000 to 
$12,000. (Majority) 

Reporting: The Board of Selectmen and Warrant Committee will report on this article. 
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ARTICLE 23:                        MUNICIPAL LIGHT SUBSTATION PROJECT 

BORROWING DE-AUTHORIZATION AND 

APPROPRIATION  

MOVED:  That the Town will vote to rescind the unused borrowing authority in the amount of 
$27,600,000 that was appropriated under Article 2 of the January 18, 2012 Special Town 
Meeting for the Municipal Light Department Substation Project and to reduce the amount 
authorized to be borrowed by the same amount. (Majority) 

 

Reporting: The Board of Selectmen, the Warrant Committee, and the Capital Budget Committee will 
report. 

 
ARTICLE 24:                        JOINT PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS CENTER 

PROJECT BORROWING DE-AUTHORIZATION AND 

REDUCTION OF THE APPROPRIATION 

MOVED:  That the Town will vote to rescind the unused borrowing authority in the amount of 
$255,000 that was appropriated under Article 16 of the June 3, 2015 Annual Town 
Meeting for the purchase and installation of radio transmission equipment, Joint Public 
Safety Communications Center equipment and portable radios, and to reduce the amount 
authorized to be borrowed and appropriated by the same amount. (Majority) 

 

Reporting: The Board of Selectmen, the Warrant Committee, and the Capital Budget Committee will 
report. 

 
ARTICLE 25:                        REPLACEMENT FIRE ALARM SYSTEM AT BELMONT 

HIGH SCHOOL BORROWING DE-AUTHORIZATION AND 

REDUCTION OF THE APPROPRIATION 

MOVED:  That the Town will vote to rescind the unused borrowing authority in the amount of $350 
that was appropriated under Article 16 of the June 3, 2015 Annual Town Meeting for the 
design and purchase of equipment, materials and installation of a replacement fire alarm 
system at the Belmont High School and to reduce the amount authorized to be borrowed 
and appropriated by the same amount. (Majority) 

 

Reporting: The Board of Selectmen, the Warrant Committee, and the Capital Budget Committee will 
report. 

 
ARTICLE 26:                                            CITIZENS’ PETITION:  GENERAL FUND STABILIZATION                  
 

MOVED: That the Town vote to transfer $1,000,000 from unreserved fund balance (free cash) to 
the General Stabilization Fund. (Two-Thirds) 

      Submitted by Robert L. Sarno 

Reporting: The Board of Selectmen, the Warrant Committee, and the Capital Budget Committee will 
report. 

   

 


